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DISCUSSION
Cristobal remains on-track this morning as it drifts slowly southeastward across southern Mexico. Officially, Cristobal is still being
classified as a tropical storm, though we expect the NHC to downgrade Cristobal to a tropical depression shortly. Cristobal should
remain inland over Mexico until Friday afternoon or evening, when the center emerges off the northwest tip of the Yucatan
Peninsula. Once back over water, Cristobal will gradually strengthen to a tropical storm as it accelerates northward, while growing
significantly in size. Its large, open structure will prevent Cristobal from strengthening rapidly as it crosses the Gulf on Saturday and
Sunday. However, the large size of its tropical storm force winds will mean high tides for a large part of the northern Gulf Coast,
particularly east of the point of landfall.

We have nudged the landfall point a little eastward in this advisory, but don't focus too much on the center at landfall. Strongest
winds may be well north and east of the center. Squalls offshore are expected to reach the deepwater areas off the Louisiana coast
before sunrise on Saturday, meaning the last full day for any helicopter evacuations will be Friday.
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